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consent, a territory which the legal advisers of
the Crown had decided Massachusetts could not
have, only strengthened the determination of the
authorities in England to bring the colony into
the King's hand by the appointment of a royal
governor. For the moment, however, the upris-
ing of Bacon in Virginia and the Popish Plot in
England so distracted the Government that it
was obliged to slight or to postpone much of its
business. It did succeed in settling the perplex-
ing question of New Hampshire, for, having ob-
tained from Mason a renunciation of all his claims
to the Government, though leaving him with full
title to the soil, it organized that territory as a
colony under the control of the Crown.

With these matters out of the way or less exi-
gent, the Lords of Trade returned to the affairs of
New England. They wished, before proceeding to
extremes, to give Massachusetts another chance to
be heard; so, in dismissing the agents in the autumn
of 1679, they instructed the colony to send over
within six months others fully prepared "to answer
the misdemeanors imputed against them." They
also decided to send Randolph back as collector
and surveyor of customs, with letters to all the
New England colonies, ordering them to enforce